|

CEO SPOTLIGHT

[

HGBERT
PERRY

By Giindy Morley

EGBERT L. J. PERRY, A NATIVE
OF THE CARIBBEAN NATION OF
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA, IS
THE CHAIRMAN AND CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE
INTEGRAL GROUP, A COMPANY

~HE CO-FOUNDED IN 1993 WITH
A MISSION TO “CREATE VALUE
IN CITIES AND (REJBUILD THE
FABRIC OF COMMUNITIES."
SINGE THEN, THE ATLANTA-
BASED INTEGRAL HAS BECOME
A PREMIER PROVIDER OF
SUSTAINABLE REAL ESTATE
AND COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS [Nz~
EMERGING MARKETS ACROSS
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A few months into the job, Russell asked Perry \
to develop a business plan for his company. "I gave
it to him in October and, on December 1, he turned
over the construction portion of his company to
me. [ was 25-years-old.” ‘

Perry refers to Russell as the “consummate
entrepreneur,” someone who was diversified, well
established and someone “who gave me a chance.”

Perry spent 12 years working with Russell,
restructuring the organization in 1988 and later
stepping in to lead all operations. He held that role
until 1992 when he began building his own company.
That marked the beginning of Integral. From early
1980 to late 1992, he helped to grow an Atlanta-based
real estate and construction company into the
nation’s third largest African-American owned |
business with annual revenues of about $200 millien.

A community development, commercial real |
estate and construction professional since 1979, |
Egbert Perry has developed and/or built most project
types, including residential, office, retail, institutional
and mixed-use projects. It was in 1994 when Perry
and his partners submitted an RFP for federal
Housing and urban Development funding to revitalize
Techwood. And that was the beginning of the Atlanta
Model of revitalization.

The development includes the innovative
Centennial Charter Academy, where Perry serves as
the chairman of the Board of Directors. A good school
is a critical component of Perry’s model for
neighborhood revitalization. Centennial Charter
started out as a K-5 school and now serves students
in kindergarten through eighth grade.

Perry is also chairman of the Fannie Mae Board of
Directors, chair of the Advisory Board of the Penn
Institute for Urban Research and is a long-time
trustee of the University of Pennsylvania. He served
from 2002 through 2008 as a director of the Federal
Reserve Bank of Atlanta.

He is still hesitant, however, to use the word
“success.”

“I have always had a vision of how much impact
would have,” the CEO says. "And [ am frustrated that [ ‘
hawe only scratched the surface. I think success is a
perscnal thing, and no one can define success for you. |
It's all about the people you touch in your lifetime,
and how they carry that forward, That's how your
footprint becomes permanently placed on this Earth,
and that's how you impact others. So many times we
focus on our own little space, but we ean't limit our
world view. We are all citizens of this world." -

Ly Moriey b a staff writer for James megezine and InsiderAdvaniage
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